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Introducing Lions, USA 
When we meet Lions from other countries, they are the Lions of Germany, Lions of Japan, etc. 
Previously, here in the United States, we have been the Lions of Michigan, Lions of Iowa, etc. 
We are now going to be the Lions USA and their affiliates.  



 
Why? Lions in the other 199 countries have programs on a country level that help promote Lions 
Clubs. We have not but with the Lions USA we will. Our first nationwide event, Ever Sight, is 
scheduled from January 12 -19. If your club participates in Ever Sight, I am encouraging you to plan 
an Ever Sight screening session between January 12 and 19. If you don’t do Ever Sight please plan a 
sight related project, maybe collecting glasses, etc. The Lions USA will also provide help to clubs as 
they get organized like the other countries do. This is so we can be productive and be recognized as 
the premier organization in our community. 
 
Best Kept Secret 
The best kept secret is Lions Clubs. What do they do? I often get asked this question. Make sure you 
advertise all you do in the community. Put what you do on electronic media, put it in the local paper 
if you still have one. Tell them when you meet, where you meet, if you are having a party for your 
members or the community. 
 
Mention what you are doing or have done for the community, like helped with Kid Sight, helped 
a family, provided eyeglasses, hearing aids, diabetes or any one of the other wonderful things 
we do as Lions. Get your article in the newsletter or Lions Pride, your ideas may be used by 
other clubs and may be tweeted around the world. 
 
Be sure to get on the Lions Portal and list all the things your club does and donates to. The UP 
just reached 100% reporting if they can do it so can we in District 11 E1. We get credit for all we 
report to Lion Clubs International. 
 
Lions All State Band 
We currently have 33 members in the Lions All State Band. I am hoping for 15 from our 11 E1 
district alone. We presently have less. Please let your local Band Director(s) know about Lions 
of Michigan All State Band. If you need information on the band contact Lion Bert MacNaughton. 
He is in the Roster Book and is our district Band Chair. 
 
The deadline for auditioning has been extended to January 17. It will cost from $3,200 to 
$3,500 dollars for each band member. Please help support these students as they come to 
clubs looking for sponsors. It will take many clubs to make this a success.  If the student received a 
1st division rating on their solo at the MSBOA festival they are automatically accepted into the 
Band. All they must do is submit an application with a copy of their adjudicators form. If they were a 
member of the MSBOA All State Band, all they must do is follow the instructions above. If they were 
a member of last year’s Lions All State Band, they can be a member of this year’s band just by 
contacting the Lions All State Band Director. 
 
The website for Band Directors, Lions and students for information and audition music is; 
“lionsmiband.org” 



Message from the Immediate Past District Governor 

Jim Patterson 

Fellow Lions, 

Our district faces a very significant challenge. For the first time we are approaching our next 
membership year without a First or Second Vice District Governor. This will mean we have no 
District Governor for 2025-26. 
 
No one knows what the impact would be if we start next year without leadership. But I’m sure the 
damage to our district and our clubs would be considerable and possibly fatal. 
 
There are only three qualifications for district office: 
1. Be a Lion in good standing. 
2. Serve as a club president at least once. 
3. Serve in the district cabinet for at least half a term. This includes any voting member of the 
cabinet: secretary, treasurer, zone chair, GST, GLT and GMT chairs. 
 
There is only one prohibition: as of July 1, 2022, you can’t have already been a district governor. 
Our district thrives on the commitment, enthusiasm, and diverse skills of its members. It is the 
dedication of ordinary Lions, like you, that forms the foundation of our district’s success. I 
encourage you to reflect on the immense potential you hold and the positive influence you can 
wield by assuming leadership roles within our district. 
 
Here are compelling reasons why your involvement in leadership is pivotal: 
1. Each member brings a unique perspective, and by assuming leadership roles, you contribute an 
innovative approach to our district’s initiatives. 
2. Leadership challenges you to grow personally and professionally. It’s a journey of self-discovery 
and skill development that extends beyond our district, enriching your capabilities for the 
benefit of our shared goals. 
3. Your willingness to lead serves as an inspiration to fellow Lions within our district. By 
demonstrating active participation and commitment, you foster a culture of engagement and 
dedication to our shared mission. 
4. Leadership positions empower you to shape and direct the planning and execution of projects, 
ensuring a more organized and impactful approach to serving our communities. Your leadership 
can help address district needs more effectively. 
What’s in it for you? I can honestly say it will change your life forever. It did mine! You will never be 
the same again and that’s a good thing. You will grow in ways you’ve never considered. You will 
become a different, stronger, better human being and Lion. And along your way, the district will 
have been made better by your efforts. 
 
Our District is a collective effort, and our strength lies in the active involvement of every member. I 
encourage you to take on a leadership role and steer our district toward even greater heights. 
Together, we can continue making a profound difference in the lives of those we serve. I urge you to 
give serious consideration to taking on the role of Second or First Vice District Governor for the 
2025-26 year. You won’t regret it! 
 
IPDG Jim  



 
  



 
 



 
  



Zone Meetings 
 

 
 

The third meeting of the 2024-2025 District 11-E1 Region 3 Zone 1 will be Thursday, March 6 
at the Winter Inn, 100 N Lafayette St., Greenville at 6:00 pm. Thanks to the Greenville Lions 
Club for volunteering to host the third meeting. I would also like to thank the Central Montcalm 
Lions Club for hosting our second Zone Meeting on November 7 at the American Legion in 
Stanton. 

The meeting is open to all Lions members in your clubs. Those clubs within Region 3 Zone 1 
include Carson City, Central Montcalm, Crystal, Edmore and Greenville. You may order 
your dinner off the menu; all meal expenses are your own. In addition, other Lions Clubs are 
also welcome to join us too. 

 
Please notify me via email or call me at (812) 325-3130 to let me know how many members 
from your club plan to attend. 

JeP Schafer, District 11-E1 Region 3 Zone 1 Chairperson, 812-325-3130, 
jeP.schafer1@comcast.net 
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Photos from the Zone Meeting in White Cloud 

 

        



 



 

  



  



Convention Service Projects 

As I mentioned in my December article, one of our projects at the District Convention in April will be 
making toys for pets which we will donate to Animal Shelters in our district! This will follow our 
speaker, Dr. Pol. Don’t miss it! Toys will be made from old socks, t-shirts and wine bottle corks.  You 
can help by donating any of these items you happen to have!  We can also use empty plastic water 
bottles  and old tennis balls if you have any to donate. See pictures below. 

Our other project will be collecting items and assembling bags for kids with cancer. Would your 
club or individual members be interested in purchasing anything for these bags? My goal is to 
assemble 30 bags, but more would be welcome! Here is a list of possible items to put in the 
backpacks: soft socks, hats/head wraps, lotions, lollipops (for anti-nausea), coloring books, 
bracelets, cuddly blankets. Let me know if you have other suggestions.  

The District Convention is April 25-26 at the Doherty Hotel in Clare. 

District Service Coordinator 
Lion Ann Roeseler 
Ann.roeseler@gmail.com 
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From the desk of the Global Leadership Team (GLT) Coordinator 
PCC Jeff Schafer 

Your district is looking for your skills, experience and enthusiasm to grow in both members 
and leadership! There are several opportunities over the next few months for you and your club 
to grow and enhance your ability to serve in your communities. There is a 3-part workshop 
series designed to empower leadership with the skills to: 

1. Start new clubs (Jan 16) 
2. Grow membership in existing clubs (Jan 30) 
3. Foster a culture of growth focused on service, fun and inclusivity (Feb 13) 

These workshops are open to anyone in our district who wants to make a difference and 
contribute to the growth of their club and district. All workshops are via Zoom and on 
Thursdays at 8pm (EST). The registration link is given below and when registering be sure to 
select MD-11 Michigan District E1: 

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdeGgqzIiGt38e8LseSE-gDRlhP1l7GKa - 
REGISTER NOW!! 

Another event that is fast approaching is a two-part Zone Chairperson Training session to 
occur on two subsequent Saturdays in March (Mar 15 & 22) from 8:30am-3pm. The event 
will be at the Isabella Commission on Aging in Mount Pleasant, Michigan. Our district is 
struggling to find volunteers to be zone chairs for our clubs, and this training will give you 
some information on the responsibilities of being a zone chairperson. In addition, it will give 
you skills such as goal setting, action planning and problem solving that you can use in other 
areas of your life. There is no costs for this event and morning refreshment will be provided 
along with a lunch is planned for both dates. Registration form is included in this newsletter 
and the on-line link is: https://form.jotform.com/242983980847172. 

Over the past few months a few of us have had discussions with some of you about stepping 
up to be our 1st and 2nd Vice District Governor for the upcoming year(s). I know this is a big 
ASK for you to commit your time over the next few years, but if you ask any Past District 
Governor in our district, they would all tell you that they had a great time and wouldn’t 
change their decision in becoming a District Governor. It’s a very rewarding time when you 
meet all the clubs in our district, make new friends within the District, State, and within the 
LCI community. You’ll receive leadership and personal skills that will help you throughout 
your life. If you can dig deep in your heart to consider serving in this capacity, please contact 
me (or PDG Jim Patterson, 231-250-0925, pattersonjv@comcast.net) and we can further 
discuss with you the roles and responsibilities. I also have a “Path to Being a Lions District 
Governor” document I can share with you. 

 
-PCC Je< Schafer 
Global Leadership Team (GLT) Coordinator 
PH: 812-325-3130 Email: je<.schafer1@comcast.net 
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Lions of Michigan 

Youth Camps & Exchange Program  

State and District Chairperson 2023-2024 
Lion Elvie Marfil 

818-800-1060, epmarfil5@gmail.com 

Youth Camps and Exchange Sponsor Lions Clubs 
The Sponsor Lions Clubs are the resource for exchange youth to have a close working relationship with 
their district or multiple district YCE Chairperson. If a Sponsor Club does not have a district or multiple 
district YCE Chairperson, a Club President will be required to sign for the Exchange Youth along with the 
district governor, and to work directly with the YCE Chairpersons in the host countries of interest to make 
all arrangements. The following are general responsibilities for the Sponsor: 

• Ensuring that the YCE policy is followed; 
• Ensuring compliance with local laws governing youth protection; 
• Verifying the exchange youth have sufficient accident, life, personal property, health and liability 

insurance to cover all contingencies during travel to and from their host country; 
• Recruiting, screening and selecting qualified exchange youth; 
• Help Exchange Youth use the YCE Directory to find their desired programs; 
• Conduct an orientation session for outgoing exchange youth; 
• Assist exchange youth with travel arrangements; 
• Potentially provide assistance with or full financing for exchange youth travel costs including air 

fares, insurance, airport service fees, customs duties and any layover or overnight costs in route; 
• Maintaining communications between the exchange youth, host Lions club, host family and YCE 

Chairperson. 

You can learn more about the roles and expectations of a YCE Sponsor Club by checking out the YCE 
Sponsor Club Handbook! 

How to Become a Sponsor Club! 
• Write a press release about the YCE program requesting youth who are interested in the YCE 

program to contact your club; and 
• Contact local schools and universities, especially the foreign language or international studies 

departments, with information about the YCE program to recruit young people. 

Have questions, comments or concerns? Please contact us at youthexchange@lionsclubs.org. 

It’s a summer program for 3-4 weeks depending on the country they select to go. 
Deadline to submit an application to go abroard will be March 30, 2025. 
Departure date, any time from June-July depending on the country they choose. 
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Youth Camps and Exchange Host Lions Clubs 

Host Lions Clubs work closely with the selected youth participants, host families and the district or 
multiple district YCE Chairperson. If a Host Club does not have a district or multiple district YCE 
Chairperson, a Club President will be required to sign for the exchange youth along with the district 
governor, and to work directly with the YCE Chairpersons in the sponsoring country to make all 
arrangements. 

The following are general responsibilities for the host Lions club: 

• Ensuring that the YCE policy is followed; 
• Ensuring compliance with local laws governing youth protection; 
• Verifying the exchange youth have sufficient accident, life, personal property, health and liability 

insurance to cover all contingencies during travel to and from their host country;  
• If your club is hosting an International Camp, your club should do research in case you need to 

secure separate insurance coverage for the camp itself depending on the activities of the camp; 
• Making arrangements for the youth exchange’s arrival/departure; 
• Recruiting, screening and providing orientation to host families; 
• Maintaining communications between the youth participants, Sponsor Lions Club, Host Family 

and YCE Chairperson; and 
• Providing transportation to events organized by your club, including meetings and service 

projects. 

You can learn more about the roles and expectations of a YCE Host Club by checking out the YCE Host 
Club Handbook! 

How to Become a Host Club! 

Use the International Directory to contact the nearest YCE Chairperson to find out how your club can 
participate in the YCE Program as a Host Club. If there is no YCE Chairperson in your area, speak with 
your District Governor to start a new YCE Program! 

Have questions, comments or concerns? Please contact us at youthexchange@lionsclubs.org. 

Incoming participants, from July 26 thru August 16, 2025. 
One week stay at the Camp, from August 3 thru August 9, 2025  
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Chapter Chronicles 
Greenville 

 

Christmas Special Spouse / Guest Night on Monday, December 2, 2024. Thanks for all that 
attended as we had great entertainment from the Greenville High School Village Green Group. A 
great thank you to King Lion Ed Milam for helping with all of the food! 

 

 

Carl Barberi Christmas Toy Project - Toy Giveaway, December 12 - 14, 2024. Thank you for all 
that shopped, priced, set-up and helped with the Toy Project / Giveaway. The Greenville Lions Club 
spent roughly $13,000 and were able to help 289 children with toys for the holidays.  

  



        
Christmas Food Project Assembly / Giveaway, December 18, 2024. Thanks to all the Lions Club 
Members who helped with our Christmas / Holiday Food Project! We helped another 40 families 
have a brighter holiday!  

 

Lions Poinsettia Project (Delivery), December 18 - 21, 2024   

Thanks to Lions Don Veitengruber, King Lion Ed Milam, Lion Andrew Hurst and Lion Mike Hurst as all 
of the 50 Poinsettia Plants delivered. These plants help make Christmas cheerful for many showing 
Lions care and are serving our community.   

Greenville Lions had a great December of service as the Club assisted roughly 381 people in our 
community!  GREAT.JOB.IN.MAKING.A.DIFFERENCE.GREENVILLE.LIONS**** 

 

  



Mt. Pleasant 

 

"We serve."  Lions from the Mount Pleasant Lions club prepared and served a chicken dinner for 
guests at a homeless shelter in Mount Pleasant on Sunday, November 24.  The club served about 25 
guests who appreciated a hot meal with all the trimmings. 

 

Julie Gronda from the Mount Pleasant Insurance Agency in Mount Pleasant presented to King Lion 
Gilbert a gift of $500.00 to our club.  The agency selects a worthy non-profit organization each year 
for a gift. 

 

Several times a year the Mount Pleasant Lions Club recognizes outstanding 8th grade students from 
the area schools in Mount Pleasant, and Isabella County. At our November meeting twelve students 
were honored, while only nine were able to attend with their parents.  These are our future leaders 
and potential Lions. 
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